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Hendrickson High School 

English I Syllabus 
2017-2018 

 

English I 

Teacher 

Room 

# 
Direct Phone Email (@pfisd.net) Tutorial Times 

Misty Davis D105 (512) 594-

1241 

Misty.Davis  M, W, F 8-8:45 

 

Sofia Mhatey  D106 (512) 594-

1242 

Sofia.Mhatey T, Th 4:15-5  

Vivek Datla  (512)594-
1321 

Vivek. Datla TBD: ________________ 

* All freshmen teachers are unavailable Wednesday mornings. 

*All teachers are available to all students. 

      

Required Materials: 

Teacher specific. Please see individual instructor. 

 

Course Textbook: 

Holt McDougal: Literature. Grade 9.  Students will not be issued an English I textbook.  We will 

utilize a class set of books kept in the classroom.  When necessary, students may access the online 

textbook at http://my.hrw.com. (I will give specific log-on instructions to students during class.) 

 

 

9-Week Grading Period End Dates: Grading Criteria: Major Grades 70%, Daily Grades 30% 

October 19, 2017   70% = tests, projects, formal writing assignments 

December 21, 2017            (at least four major grades per 9 wk. period) 

March 23, 2018   30% = independent practice, quizzes, daily assignments 

June 6, 2018    _____ 

     100% 

 No single grade can count more than 20%. 

 

EOC / STAAR Information: 

Students will take the End of Course (EOC) / State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) in the spring 

of the calendar year.  The English EOC/STAAR consists of one five-hour test administered on Tuesday, April 10, 2018. Each 

student is required to pass the English I EOC/STAAR assessment. For more information, please refer to the HHS and/or PISD 

websites or ask your child’s English I teacher for details.  English I teachers do not teach students how to pass a test.  English I 

teachers guide students to become more accomplished writers and teach them techniques for greater reading comprehension.  

These skills in critical thinking and application provide students with many beneficial and cross-curriculum strategies, as well 

as help them to prepare for the EOC/STAAR assessment.  

 

 

Examples of Major/Assessment (Summative) Grades    

4 or more per grading period 

Examples of Minor/Practice (Formative) Grades    

Amount of Minor grades will vary 

Category Weight  70%  Category Weight  30% 

 

 Tests/Exams 

 

 Independent practice 

http://my.hrw.com/
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 Projects 

 Portfolios 

 Performances 

 Products 

 Final Process Writing Pieces 

 Major Lab Experiences 

 Presentations 

 Quizzes 

 Journals 

 Components of Writing Process 

 

 Quizzes 

 Warm-ups 

 Reviews 

 Progress checks 

 Journals 

 Components of Writing Process 

 Lab Experience 

 Spelling tests 

 Daily work 

 

 

* ALL ASSIGNMENTS (MAJOR AND MINOR) MUST BE HONEST, GOOD FAITH EFFORTS WITH ALL 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS ATTEMPTED IN ORDER TO BE ACCEPTED BY THE TEACHER. 

Make-up Work: 

 Students must make-up work when absent. 

 A student should be given three school days to make up the work. In the case of extended absences, one day will be 

allowed per day of absence for make-up work beyond the initial three days. 

 Students should make-up quizzes and/or tests during a tutorial session following the absence.  Failure to do so will 

result in a zero.  If an assignment or quiz/test has previously been announced and is due or given on the day the student 

returns to class, the student is expected to turn in the assignment or take the quiz/test.    

 Make-up work is the STUDENT’S responsibility. 

 Students scoring below mastery of “70” on a major grade other than common assessments and essays shall be allowed 

to redo the assignment after completing prerequisite work. The higher grade, with a maximum of “70”, will be 

recorded. 

Late Work: 

 

 Extra credit assignments are NOT accepted late.  

 Late work has a 20% penalty.     

 Mechanical failures such as printers breaking, ink becoming depleted, computers crashing are not an acceptable excuse 

to miss a deadline since most are assigned in advance.  As a rule of thumb, do not wait to print something the night 

before it is due. Additionally, take time to inform teacher of mechanical failures as early ASAP. DO NOT WAIT 

UNTIL CLASS! 

 All assignments are due at the beginning of the period, unless otherwise indicated. 

 Note:  In case of emergencies, mishaps, errors of judgment, writer’s block, busy schedules, etc., it is YOUR 

responsibility to communicate with me your issue via face to face, email, a note, etc. Also, explaining your issue just 

before the bell rings will NOT get you a favorable response.  

 If a major assignment is not turned in on its due date it is an immediate ZERO in the grade book. This makes the 

assignment MISSING not LATE. 

 

 

Retest Policy:  

 Students are allowed to retest/redo Common assessment grades and Essays only once for up to a 100%.  

 Students MUST complete prerequisite work before reassessment. 

 Reassessment MUST be completed within 5 SCHOOL days.  

 ALL prerequisite work and reassessments MUST be completed in the presence of the teacher. 

 

Assignment of Grades: 

The teacher has the discretion to drop grades as long as minimums above are maintained. 
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Academic Dishonesty: 

Academic dishonesty includes cheating or copying the work of another student, plagiarism, and unauthorized communication 

between students during an assignment or examination.  The determination that a student has engaged in academic dishonesty 

shall be based on the judgment of the classroom teacher or another supervising professional employee, taking into 

consideration written materials, observations, or information from students.  Students found to have engaged in academic 

dishonesty will be subject to disciplinary penalties.  HHS has a zero-tolerance policy for academic dishonesty and 

plagiarism.   

 

Hendrickson High School’s Procedure on Plagiarism: 

Plagiarism as defined by the Modern Language Association Style Guide (1999) is the “false assumption of authorship: the 

wrongful act of taking the product of another person’s mind, and presenting it as one’s own….to use another person’s ideas or 

expressions in your writing without acknowledging the source” (p.30); “forms of include the failure to give appropriate 

acknowledgement when repeating another’s wording or particularly apt phrase, when paraphrasing another…., or when 

presenting another’s line of thinking” (p.30). 

Teachers will file plagiarism issues in folders according to the levels indicated below and violations will be tracked.  

 
Level I 

 
Level II 

 
Level III 

 

Level IV 

Defined: In less than one 

fourth of the paper, the 

student failed to 

“distinguish between [his 

or her] thoughts and the 

material gathered” 

(Gibaldi, 1999, p.30). 

Defined: In less than one fourth of the 

paper, the student used uncited material 

when paraphrasing or quoting from 

other sources. 

Defined: Less than half 

of the paper includes 

material from other 

sources that is presented 

in the student’s paper 

without citations whether 

paraphrased or quoted. 

Defined:  More than half of the 

paper includes material from 

other sources that is presented in 

the student’s paper without 

citations whether paraphrased or 

quoted or 2nd offense of Level II 

or III plagiarism. 

Consequence: The 

student will be able to 

redo the assignment for 

full potential credit if this 

is the first offense, and if 

he or she completes the 

supplemental review on 

plagiarism.  

Consequence: Upon the first offense, 

the student will be able to redo the 

assignment for a maximum of a 70 if he 

or she completes the supplemental 

review on plagiarism; the student will 

receive an administrative consequence.  

Consequence: Upon the 

first offense, the student 

will be able to redo the 

assignment for maximum 

of a 50 if he or she 

completes the 

supplemental review on 

plagiarism; the student 

will receive an 

administrative 

consequence. 

Consequence:  The student 

receives a zero for the grade. 

Honor Code:  Hendrickson expects students to engage in all academic pursuits in a manner that is beyond reproach. Students 

found in violation of the Honor Code are subject to disciplinary action.  Please study carefully the following section of the 

Code before submitting anything in this course: 

"Violation of the “Honor Code" includes, but is not limited to, cheating on an examination or other academic work, 

plagiarism, collusion and the abuse of resource materials.  

"Cheating" means engaging in any of the following activities:  
1. Copying from another student's test paper, laboratory report, other report, or computer files, data listings, or 

programs.  

2. Using, during a test, materials not authorized by the person giving the test. 

3. Collaborating, without authorization, with another person during an examination or in preparing academic work. Or 

asking and receiving information about a test someone else has already taken.   

4. Knowingly, and without authorization, using, buying, selling, stealing, transporting, soliciting, copying or 

possessing, in whole or in part, the contents of an un-administered test.  
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5. Substituting for another student or permitting another person to substitute for oneself in taking an examination or 

preparing academic work. 

6. Bribing another person to obtain an un-administered test or obtain information about an un-administered test. 

7. Purchasing, or otherwise acquiring and submitting as one's own work any research paper or other writing 

assignment prepared by an individual or firm. This section does not apply to the typing of the rough or final versions of 

an assignment by a professional typist. 

 "Plagiarism" means the appropriation of another's work and the unacknowledged incorporation of that work in one's 

own written work offered for credit. 

 

 "Collusion" means the unauthorized collaboration with another person in preparing written work offered for credit. 

 

 "Abuse of resource materials" means the mutilation, destruction, concealment, theft or alteration of materials provided 

to assist students in the mastery of course materials. 

 

  Knowledge or witness of someone else who is breaking the honor code must be reported to a teacher or an 

administrator (anonymously if you prefer). 

 

Code of Conduct/Academic Integrity: 

Each student will abide by the Pflugerville ISD Code of Conduct and Student Handbook.  Refer to the Pflugerville ISD Code 

of Conduct and Student Handbook for expectations and regulations (including dress code, cell phone use, etc.). 

 

Talon Time: 

Talon Time will take place on Monday- Friday, starting September 12, 2017, from 9-9:25 each day.  During this time, students 

work on homework, tutorials, or interventions as deemed necessary by student and/or teacher. More information to come. 

 

Late Night Library and Hendrickson Testing Center:   

Late Night Library is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays, from 4:20 to 5:30.  The purpose of LNL is for students to study 

independently or to form study groups that may or may not require the intervention of a teacher.  A qualified teacher is present 

and available for tutorials at all times during LNL.   

 

*Contact your child’s English I teacher if you would like to meet for a face-to-face conference.  Please make sure that your 

contact information, including cell/home phone numbers and email addresses are up-to-date in the front office in case a 

classroom teacher or the front office needs to get in touch with you for any reason.  Thank you. 

 

 

The English I teachers of Hendrickson High School welcome you and your student to Hawk Nation.  We welcome parents and 

community leaders to support and encourage the educational process by being active in the classroom and school.  Let us know 

of any special skills that you are willing to share with us.  We are committed to providing your child with a professional, 

academically challenging experience at HHS that will prepare your student for success in and out of school.  Thank you!  

The English I teachers welcome you to HAWK NATION! 


